
Capstone Presentation



Presentations: Poster vs Talk
Capstone Presentations
• the Comic book version of your written report 


• Convey your message through mostly images


• Doesn’t need to be comprehensive (that’s what the written report is for)


• Just present the compelling finding that you want to talk about

Poster Talk

Valuable Skill:  
Most conferences require creation of poster Higher Profile

Great way to get detailed feedback 
More like a conversation

Potentially get your Message out to more People

Potentially less feedback - not much time for questions

More Time efficient event 
Multiple posters at same time

Time consuming for more than one talk

Fewer people may have the opportunity to attend your talk



How to make a poster

https://ucdenver.instructure.com/courses/344762/pages/how-to-make-a-poster?module_item_id=783791


A Poster has sections

Background

Methods

Results Discussion

Acknowledgments 



A Poster has bold graphics and images



A poster has logical flow





A poster does not look like this…



http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design


So, What makes a good poster?



• How do you design a poster?  Just copy one from 
the hallway? 

• Your lab has a template. Can you use that? 

• Well, Yes and no.  
• There are a lot  

of  bad posters around.  
• I see bad posters everywhere.   

Some people don’t even know they have  
a bad poster 

• Start with a template, and then 
use our sure-fire tips for success.

Software you can use: 
- Powerpoint 
- Keynote 
- Adobe Illustrator

Kick Ass Posters: Pro-Tips to polish 
 up your Scientific Presentations
Ernesto Salcedo, PhD, Modern Human Anatomy, Univ. of CO School of Medicine, Aurora, CO

Background

Methods

From hot mess….

…to hotness

Figure 1: Example of  a Terrible poster. note the excessive 
text, the distracting background, the chaotic organization of  
the sections, the illegible title.

Figure 2: Example of  a better poster. Note the judicious use 
of  white space, Simple color scheme, bold graphics, bullet 

point text. Centered results, legible title

Discussion

The Discussion section should summarize the 
results and detail the results’ implications. Avoid 
long paragraphs. Bulleted or numbered list are 
more effective, like the following: 

1. Punchy title with a Large Font  
2. Fonts. Titles - sans serif, Body - serif  

3. High quality, explanatory Graphics 

4. Bullet points and images when possible 

5. Carefully Align all elements 

6. Figures and figure legends 

7. Center your main result 

8. Keep the color scheme simple 

9. Use white space to separate sections  

10.Landscape orientation (3 feet height)

End 
Result 

should be 
a PDF

Acknowledgements
• Nature Presentations: Billboard science 

• Collin Purrington: Designing Conference Posters 

• http://betterposters.blogspot.com  

• PhD Posters

So, your master’s program is making you make a 
poster. Now what? There are a lot posters hanging 
around in the hallways. Should you copy those? Or 
what about the person in your lab. They have 
poster template. Should you use that?  

Yes and no. There are a lot of  bad poster arounds. 
 I see bad posters everywhere.  Some people don’t even 
know they have bad posters. 

Instead, you should build on  previous examples 
and/or templates, and then 
use our sure fire tips for success.

1 Large Font (to read from afar). 
Title should be the punchline of the poster 

2
Keep the color scheme simple (notice there 
is one main color used here (in the top box) 

3 FONTS: Use sans serif type fonts (like 
Helvetica) for titled and serif fonts (e.g. 
times) for text in paragraphs

4
Avoid dense paragraphs. They are harder to 
digest. Use bullet points . Always Include 
graphics for the background. The graphics 
should illustrate or explain the background 
in some fashion

5
Replace words with images 
whenever possible.

6
Carefully align elements in a column and 
across columns (note dotted yellow lines. 
Pro-tip: Match text alignment (eg left-
justified) before aligning text boxes

7 Use figure legends

8 Position the main result close 
to or in the center of the poster

9 Use white space to separate 
sections (not this much, though)

10 Use Landscape orientation (3 
feet height)

http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Sans-serif
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v483/n7387/full/nj7387-113a.html?foxtrotcallback=true
https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
http://betterposters.blogspot.com
https://phdposters.com/gallery.php


1. Punchy title with a Large Font (to read from afar). 
Title should be the punchline of the poster 

2. Keep the color scheme simple (notice there is one 
main color used here (in the top box) 

3. Fonts. Use sans serif type fonts (like Helvetica) for 
titled and serif fonts (e.g. times) for text in 
paragraphs. Also, Don’t use paragraphs. They’re 
harder to consume 

4. Avoid dense paragraphs Use bullet points . Always 
Include graphics for the background. The graphics 
should illustrate or explain the background in 
some fashion 

5. Replace words with images whenever possible. 

6. Carefully align elements in a column and across 
columns (note dotted yellow lines. Pro-tip: Match 
text alignment (eg left-justified) before aligning 
text boxes 

7. Instead of dense paragraphs in the results section, 
detail the information pertinent to the figure in the 
figure legend. The figure legend should 
summarize the result and lists details like number 
of samples, etc. But Figures should mostly stand 
on their own 

8. Position the main result close to or in the center of 
the poster 

9. Use white space to separate sections 

10. Use Landscape orientation (3 feet height)
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Discussion

The Discussion section should summarize the 
results and detail the results’ implications. Avoid 
long paragraphs. Bulleted or numbered list are 
more effective, like the following: 

1. Punchy title with a Large Font  
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Your hypothesis in a box

http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Sans-serif
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v483/n7387/full/nj7387-113a.html?foxtrotcallback=true
https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
http://betterposters.blogspot.com
https://phdposters.com/gallery.php


Some More Examples







Presenting Posters

• When presenting a poster, you should plan on a THREE minute talk, total 

• Think Elevator Pitch 

• Should be fairly memorized 

• But remember, you will be standing next to a giant cheat sheet 

• There will be no set time to give your talk. Very asynchronous  

• People will come up and ask you questions 

• You can ask them - do you want the short or long version? 

• The long version shouldn’t be any longer than 7 minutes 



http://betterposters.blogspot.com 

How to make a Poster

Resources you should use

http://betterposters.blogspot.com
https://ucdenver.instructure.com/courses/344762/pages/how-to-make-a-poster
https://ucdenver.instructure.com/courses/344762/pages/how-to-make-a-poster


Capstone Workshop Overview
Summary

• Time is ticking! 

• First Draft of Written Report Due February 28th  

• Use as a discussion piece to make sure everyone is in agreement on 
what needs to be finished for the Capstone Project  

• Class will mostly be dedicated to working on your presentation 

• We will build our poster section by section 

• Sign-up for time-slot for next time (small group sessions)


